
Do you remember what it was like growing up?  Many of  us remember
days at school with friends and playing outside when we got home (after we
finished our homework!).  There was that little girl in fourth grade that made
our palms sweat.  Or what about the crush we had on the gym teacher?
Remember learning to drive and always confusing the gas pedal with the brake?
Then there was that special way grandma’s house always smelled.  You never
could really figure it out, but it was always comforting.

For some children in Kentucky, these memories are nothing more than dreams.
Childhood innocence has been interrupted by fear and disappointment.
Thousands of  children are affected every day by abuse, abandonment, and
neglect. They have been removed from their homes, through no fault of  their
own, and have found themselves in need.

What’s missing from their lives?  You are.  We all need heroes; people who will
reach down and pick us up when life has been unfair.  Becoming a foster parent
is just that: reaching out and stepping up to the rewarding challenge of  caring
for life’s forgotten children.  It’s about building trust and restoring hope. It’s
about being in there for the long haul.  Creating memories.  Changing lives.

If  this sounds like you, the Home of  the Innocents Therapeutic Loving foster
Care (TLC ) wants to take the journey with you.  Together, we can accomplish
the impossible.  That’s what heroes do.

something is missing
in the lives of thousands
of Kentucky children

Step 1: After giving it careful thought, the first
step in becoming a TLC Teaching Parent is to arrange a meeting

with one of  our recruiters. This will be a time for you to get answers to your
individual questions and a time for the recruiter to get to know you.  You will
be asked to fill out an application and, if  you wish, you can sign up for training
classes.

Step 2:  Once you start a training class, it is important that you attend all
of the sessions and complete all of the assignments (Yes, we do give homework!).
Even after you complete the class, you are under no obligation to go any further
with the process. This training, which is offered at no cost to you, will give you
an overview of the benefits of TLC and will provide you with the skills needed
to provide therapeutic foster care.  You will also be certified in CPR and First
Aid.

Step 3: While you are completing the training, our staff  will review your
application, check references, and schedule a time to visit your home.  These
steps are necessary to ensure that the children in our care are provided with a
safe, nurturing environment.

Step 4:  After you have completed the training, our staff  will complete a
final review of your qualifications. If  approved, you will then be licensed as a
Therapeutic Teaching Parent with Home of the Innocents!

Step 5: We will immediately begin looking for a matching child based on
your preferences, your strengths, and what the child needs in a family.  Once a
potential match is found, we will contact you with the information. If  everyone
is in agreement, then day, evening, and overnight visits will be arranged.  This
pre-placement process takes time and patience, but it gives TLC staff  and your
family the best chance to make the right decision.

Step 6:  If  the visits are successful, we will look at placing the child in your
home. You will then work in partnership with TLC staff  to provide the best
care possible for that child.

·

how do I become a
TLC foster parent?
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·

What is foster care?
Foster care is a system of  temporary care for children who have been
removed from their birth families by the state.  This is often the result
of  abuse or neglect of  the child. Usually, the first goal of  foster care
is to reunify the family. This means that the
birth family has to make some positive
changes in order for their child to return
home. As you can imagine, this is a very
traumatic time for everyone, and it requires
a period of  adjustment.  Foster parents play
a key role during this difficult time by
providing a safe, loving environment for the
child.  At TLC, we take things one step
further: Our foster parents become Teaching
Parents.  We train you to become the primary
caregiver for the child and to work as a life-
coach and teacher for the child and whole
family. You will teach them healthier ways
of  living and interacting with the world.  If
it is determined by the court that the child
should not return home, then the child may
remain in foster care while awaiting adoption.

How is “therapeutic” foster care
different?
Therapeutic foster care is designed for children who have experienced
extreme trauma, often stemming from severe abuse and/or neglect.
They often exhibit more challenging emotional and behavioral problems

birth family will be handled. The foster family, TLC staff, birth family
and state caseworker will determine how this involvement will take place
so that it is safe and comfortable for everyone involved.

Does TLC serve medically fragile children?
Yes. Medically fragile children have extraordinary
conditions which require special care and
attention, such as special assistance with feeding,
communicating, toileting, bathing or dressing,
and they may require specialized medical
equipment. To provide respite or ongoing care
for medically fragile children, Teaching Parents
must first attend a one-day orientation session
mandated by the Commonwealth of  Kentucky.
Interested and qualified Teaching Parents must
then complete a state-mandated training program
offered by the Cabinet for Health and Family
Services to have their home certified as a medically
fragile foster home.

Hopefully this answered most your questions.  On the next
page is an overview of  steps you will take on your way to
being a TLC Teaching Parent!

TLC parents
The biggest joy:
“Meeting new
children and truly
making a
difference.”

“Letting yourself go
to enjoy the hugs
and kisses.”

“Seeing the kids in
progress. Watching
the joy in their
eyes.”

on fostering
“Put a lot of
thought into the
decision.
Remember the kids
come from a
different place
than we do.”

“Learn how to
express patience.”

“Be unselfish.”
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and require specialized counseling and sometimes medication.
 Most children referred to TLC are in need of  a therapeutic foster home.

We specialize in training Teaching Parents how to be a positive influence
in these children’s lives.  Our experienced staff  is there every step of

the way to ensure that our Teaching Parents
are prepared to provide the appropriate
behavioral plans that help the child deal with
complex issues.

What are the qualifications for
being a TLC Teaching Parent?
When considering Teaching Parent applicants,
TLC does not discriminate on the basis of
age, gender, race, religion, ancestry, physical
handicap, or sexual orientation. Our decision
to license prospective Teaching Parents is
made solely on your ability to provide a stable,
loving, and therapeutic environment for the
children we serve.  All Teaching Parent
applicants will be considered individually,
regardless of  marital status. Our minimum
requirements include being at least 21 years
of  age, in reasonably good health, financially
stable, and having adequate living space for

children and complete our training.

     Will I be able to pick the age/gender of a child
to foster?
Yes.  It is important that the foster family determines the type of  child who
would best fit their family dynamic.  We use your preference when determining
which foster home is most appropriate for the
child and the foster family.

    Will I be responsible for paying
for the needs of the child?
Foster families receive a daily allowance to
pay for the needs of  the child. This includes
child care expenses, food, and other daily
living needs.  Medical expenses are generally
covered through Medicaid.   Reimbursement
for other expenses, such as clothing when the
child first comes to live with you, is determined
on a case-by-case basis.

Will there be interaction with the
child’s birth parents?
Where appropriate, TLC staff  and Teaching
Parents begin working with a child’s birth
family immediately, with the goal of  preparing
the family for their child’s return home and helping them resolve issues
that led to the child coming into foster care.  Each case is assessed
individually and a determination is made about how contact with the

TLC parents
Some advice:

“Knowing that it is
the right situation for
your family.”

“Pray.  Talk to the rest
of your family. Be
sure everyone
agrees with the
decision.”

“Do not expect
perfection.  It is worth
it in the end.”

on fostering

“Getting to know
the children.”

“To learn and grow
with one another.”

“Being able to
watch the children
grow and become
more confident.”
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    How does TLC decide which
children come to live in my
home?
The short answer is that we listen to you. It is our
philosophy that children served by TLC should
not have to move again until they are ready to
return home or are adopted. We take the process
of  placing a foster child with the right family
very seriously. That process, something we call
matching, is a deliberate time where we work
carefully with your family to determine exactly
which child will compliment your home
environment. This process begins the moment
you enroll in one of  our pre-service training
classes and continues throughout our work
together. The deciding factors are many, but
include such things as your personal preference,
the child’s age, race, cultural identity, permanency
plan, and emotional/behavioral needs. If  you
tell us that you are uncomfortable with a particular situation, we will not
place that child in your home. Period. It’s that simple.

    Can I foster a child just on weekends or from time
to time?
Just like any child, a child in foster care seeks a safe, nurturing, and stable

     home.  It is important to keep in mind that fostering, like any parenting,
is a 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week commitment. There are times when
our Teaching Parents provide respite care for other Teaching Parents who

need someone to keep the children on a short-term basis.
(For example, a Teaching Parent may need minor
surgery and require a planned place to take the
child for a weekend or a few days).  These respite
Teaching Parents complete the same training
process as full-time Teaching Parents.

How does TLC relate to the state
foster care program?
Each child in state’s custody has a caseworker who
decides where that child will live. If  the caseworker
does not find an appropriate match within the
state’s system, they can contact private foster care
agencies, like TLC. If  a match is made, the agency
assumes the daily supervision of  the child’s care.
Until the child is legally adopted or returns home,
the state remains the legal guardian of  the child
and will be involved in all decisions regarding care
and treatment.

     What is the process of switching to TLC from
another agency?
A person can only be a foster parent with one agency at a time. It is our
policy that we do not start an application process with anyone currently
fostering with another agency.  If  someone wants to apply to TLC, the
relationship with the other agency must be severed and a letter must be
on file to confirm that the family is no longer fostering with that agency.
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TLC parents on fostering
The biggest challenge:

“Overcoming attachment disorders.”

“Staying cool with controversy.”
“Truly understanding what situations they

came from.”

“Blending families.”

“Adaptation to a new routine.”

“Staying cool with controversy.”

“Doing the right thing for that
particular child.”


